Variant location of the musculocutaneous nerve during axillary nerve block.
We present the case of a 56-year-old man who underwent axillary nerve block for a wrist arthroscopy procedure, with real-time ultrasound and peripheral nerve stimulator guidance. The ulnar nerve and radial nerve were located medial and posterior to the brachial artery, respectively. A large complex structure was noted in the position typically occupied by the median nerve. Contact of this structure with the stimulating needle produced strong biceps contraction, and slight adjustment of the needle resulted in forearm pronation. After injection of 10 mL of local anesthetic near this structure, it appeared to consist of two separate components on ultrasound. We believe that these components represented the median and musculocutaneous nerves lying together, lateral to the artery. Radial, median, ulnar, and musculocutaneous nerve block ensued, and wrist arthroscopy was carried out uneventfully. Knowledge of this anatomical variation may improve anesthesiologists' ability to provide effective axillary block.